
	

March 14, 2020 
 
First Baptist Church Members and Friends: 
 
There is no greater joy than for God’s people to gather for worship each week. Sadly, 
we live in a broken and fallen world that groans from the pangs of sin (Romans 8:22). 
 
After much prayer and hearing from good and godly men and women in our medical 
community as well as within our church body, we have made the collective decision to 
NOT meet this Lord’s Day, Sunday, March 15, and all other services and activities will 
be suspended for two weeks. This includes all church-wide ministries and events.  
 
The US President, along with many national faith leaders have called this day as a 
National Day of Prayer. While it would be a beautiful blessing to gather in prayer as a 
church family, it would not be a wise decision.   
 
The decision to close services for worship is never an easy one to make. I can tell you 
that many hours have been spent meeting and communicating with those who 
understand this virus and the unseen effects it will have if we are not prudent in our 
actions.  
 
Yes, the Bible instructs that God has not given us a spirit of fear, but that verse in 2 
Timothy 1:7 concludes with, “But of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” This 
means we are given godly wisdom in times like these to make sound, thoughtful, and 
wise decisions for the good of all. 
 
Your pastor and church leaders will closely monitor this medical emergency and will, 
by God’s grace, make the best decisions for our church, keeping in mind the whole 
church.  
 
Thank you for your understanding. Pray, fast, and be well. We will overcome this 
dreaded virus and be stronger in the end. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Ted,                                                                                                                                                                                
Church Council,                                                                                                                                                            
Staff 


